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Christ in the Ordinary

As we move from Christmas into Epiphany, it can feel as though we are simply
turning the page and carrying on where we left off. But Epiphany is more than a
continuation of the story — it is the opening of another chapter in the life of
Jesus, seen from different angles, as the light of Christ begins to shine beyond the
stable and into the wider world.

One of those angles is the visit of the Magi. These mysterious figures arrive from far away, guided not
by Scripture but by a star, drawn by a truth they can sense even before they fully understand it. They
kneel before a child they do not know, offering gifts that speak of kingship, suffering, and worship.
Epiphany reminds us that Christ is not only for those who already belong, but for those who are
searching, questioning, and coming from unexpected directions.

Another angle comes soon after, in the Baptism of Jesus. Here, at the Jordan, Jesus steps into the water
not because he needs cleansing, but because he chooses to stand where we stand. The heavens are
opened, the Spirit descends, and a voice declares him beloved. Epiphany shows us Jesus revealed —
to the nations, and then in humility and obedience — before he ever preaches a sermon or performs a
miracle.

In many parts of the Christian East, Epiphany has long been closely associated with water and
blessing. In Slovakia, where I grew up, the Feast of the Three Kings is marked by the blessing of water,
salt, chalk, and frankincense in church. After being blessed themselves, people would take some of
that water home, using it to bless their houses, their land, and their animal stock. It was a very
tangible reminder that God’s blessing is not meant to stay within church walls, but to flow into the
ordinary places of life — kitchens and barns, doorways and fields.

One small but powerful part of that tradition is the blessing of chalk. This year, we will be offering this
here in our church. You will be invited to take a piece of blessed chalk home and mark the entrance of
your house, asking God’s blessing on all who live there and all who pass through. It is a simple act, but
a meaningful one — a way of placing the year ahead, and all who cross that threshold, into God’s
hands.

There is also the older tradition of the priestly New Year blessing of homes. This is something Father
Martin and I are offering to do for those who would like it. For some, this will feel like a welcome and
prayerful way to begin the year. For others, it may feel like too big a step — and that is entirely
understandable. The blessing involves entering the home, moving through the rooms, and sprinkling
holy water as prayers are said. That level of intimacy is not for everyone, and there is no expectation
or pressure attached to it.

What Epiphany gently teaches us is that God meets people in different ways. Some come like the
Magi, travelling a long way and taking bold steps. Others come quietly, standing in the water with
Jesus, discovering themselves named and loved. Some express faith through ancient traditions and
physical signs; others through quieter, more private prayer.

However you find yourself approaching this season, my prayer is that Epiphany will help you glimpse
Christ anew — and recognise his light not only in church, but in your home, your work, and the
everyday places of your life. With every blessing, Fr Michal
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4th  FEAST OF THE GLORIOUS EPIPHANY

10.00am Sung Eucharist with arrival of
the Magi and Blessing of Chalk
5th  11.30am Funeral: Tony Francis
6th  10.00am Coffee pop-in
7th  12.00pm Eucharist
11th BAPTISM OF THE LORD
10.00am Sung Eucharist
13th  10.00am Coffee pop-in
14th  12.00pm Eucharist
18th EPIPHANY 2
10.00am  Sung Eucharist
20th  10.00am Coffee pop-in
21st StAgnes
12.00pm Eucharist
25th EPIPHANY 3
10.00am Sung Eucharist
28th St Thomas Aquinas

12.00pm Eucharist
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Keeping it ‘boly’ after
Christmas

Anyone is free to join Fr Michal for Morning
and Evening Prayer during the Christmas
Season - make the most of those 12 days!

26th December: Friday

Morning Prayer 9 am - Evening Prayer 5 pm
28th December: Sunday

Evening Prayer 5§ pm

3oth December: Tuesday

Morning Prayer 9 am - Evening Prayer 5 pm
31st December: Wednesday

Morning Prayer 9 am - Evening Prayer 5 pm
with "Ie Deum' Thanksgiving for the finishing of the
year

2nd January: Friday

Morning Prayer 9 am - Evening Prayer 5 pm

Blessing of the chalk: Epiphany 2026

This is the tradition of blessing chalk at the Feast of the Epiphany to mark the entrances to
our homes with a new year blessing. It alludes to the of marking the doorposts of the house
with biblical texts (Deuteronomy 6:9), as well as the theme of the Holy Family welcoming
visitors to their home to visit the Christ-child. It also reminds us of the importance of
hospitality as we pray for God’s blessing at the start of the new year. The letters and numbers
that are chalked above the entrances to our homes are:

20+ C+ M + B + 26.

The 20 and 26 are the beginning and end of the year. The middle three letters represent two
things: the traditional names of the magi - Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar - and also the
Latin phrase “Christus mansionem benedicat” - “Christ bless the house.”

You are invited to use the blessed chalk, along with the wording provided, praying that
during this year our homes may be places blessed by the love and light of Jesus Christ.
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