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Patience

When [ was a child, like many children, I discovered the wonder of a
pack of playing cards. There was something fabulous about a new

pack of cards, of unwrapping the cellophane that protected the

package and handling a new set for the first time. And then it was time to

play with them.

Again, like many of you I'm sure, | spent many, many hours playing Patience - particularly
Solitaire and Clock Patience. And as was my want, patience became a bit of a misnomer, as all

[ wanted to do was to complete the game as quickly as possible!

As I sit writing this message, the run-up to Advent reminds me of this impatience I had, when
playing something called Patience. For we are approaching what can be such a special time of
the year, especially when we learn to observe Advent with a bit of patience. [ admit, it’s not
easy, particularly these days, when the adverts for Christmas have been bombarding us for a

couple of weeks already, but it is worth doing.

For patience is, I think, the key attribute to getting the most out of Advent. It doesn’t mean
we can’t do all the things we need to do to get ready for Christmas, but Advent invites us to
step back from the maelstrom of the secular world and to remember what Christmas is truly
about: the coming of the Son of God to humankind in order to reconcile us to God and to
bring us the Good News that God gives us the most phenomenal gift in Jesus - the gift of new
life. When we eventually arrive at Christmas Day, if we have taken time to focus on what God
has done for us and is offering us, then it is a day like no other: celebrated hopefully with
family or friends, or even on our own, comforted in the knowledge that we are wrapped in

the loving arms of our Creator and Saviour.

May you know Christ’s presence this Christmas. With every blessing,

Fr Martin
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2nd  10.00am Coffee pop-in

3rd  StFrancis Xavier
12.00pm Eucharist
7.30pm Rosary

5th  5.30pm Christmas Market
6th  10.00am Christmas Market

7th  ADVENT 2
10.00am Sung Eucharist
6.00pm Taizé Service

9th  10.00am Coffee pop-in

10th Our Lady of Loreto
12.00pm Eucharist
7.30pm Rosary

13th 10.00am St Chad'’s Christmas Coffee
Morning

14th ADVENT 3
10.00am Sung Eucharist
6.00pm Taizé Service

16th 10.00am Coffee pop-in

17th  12.00pm Eucharist
7.30pm Rosary

18th 11.00am Aaron Court Service
19th  7.30pm Carols by Candlelight

21st ADVENT4
10.00am Sung Eucharist
3.30pm Crib Service
6.00pm Taizé Service

24th CHRISTMAS EVE
11.30pm Midnight Mass

25th  CHRISTMAS DAY
10.00am Family Festival Eucharist

28th THE HOLY FAMILY
10.00am Sung Eucharist

31st 12.00pm Rosary

December 2025

All Saints, Scraptoft
Friday
Sth December

5.30pm to 7.30pm

Saturday
6th December

10.00am to 1.30pm
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Praying the Rosary

Forms of repetitive prayer can be found in all the
major religions, and Christianity is no different.
We have the Jesus Prayer and other forms in
which repetition of a word of phrase helps the
pray-er focus on connecting with God.

In the Catholic tradition we also have the Rosary,
in which the ‘mysteries’ focus on significant
events in the lives of Mary and Jesus. So we have
the Glorious, Joyful, Sorrowful and Luminous
Mysteries in which a repeated phrases (counted
off on beads) help us keep focused on seeing
Jesus’ life through the eyes of Mary his mother.

The Rosary will be prayed each Wednesday
evening in Advent, at 7.30pm.Anyone is welcome
to come along. For more information speak to Fr
Michal.




	December Diary

