Worship for 27th February

Sunday Before Lent

On this final Sunday before Lent begins, we rejoice that God’s glory is revealed in Jesus
Christ. Through him, we can have a closer relationship with our Father, as the Spirit frees
us to approach God face to face.

Invitation to Confession:

Knowing how often we have let God down, we would not be bold enough to approach our
Father. Yet Jesus taught us to ask forgiveness of our sins, and through him we know our
hope is not in vain.

When we doubt God’s forgiveness.
Lord, have mercy.

When we are reluctant to forgive others.
Christ, have mercy.

When we are too slow to forgive ourselves.
Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Collect of the Day

Almighty Father,

whose Son was revealed in majesty

before he suffered death upon the cross:

give us grace to perceive his glory,

that we may be strengthened to suffer with him

and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory;
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A reading from Exodus (34:29-end NRSV)

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two
tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone
because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the
skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to
them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke



with them. Afterwards all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all
that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking
with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the
Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that
the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he
went in to speak with him.

Psalm - 99 (NRSV)

The Lord is king; let the peoples tremble!
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
The Lord is great in Zion;
he is exalted over all the peoples.
Let them praise your great and awesome name.
Holy is he!
Mighty King, lover of justice,
you have established equity;
you have executed justice
and righteousness in Jacob.
Extol the Lord our God;
worship at his footstool.
Holy is he!

Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
Samuel also was among those who called on his name.
They cried to the Lord, and he answered them.
He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud;
they kept his decrees,
and the statutes that he gave them.

O Lord our God, you answered them;
you were a forgiving God to them,
but an avenger of their wrongdoings.

Extol the Lord our God,
and worship at his holy mountain;
for the Lord our God is holy.

Gospel
Alleluia, alleluia!
You will shine in the world like bright stars
because you are offering it the word of life. Alleluia.
A reading from the Gospel according to Luke (9: 28-36 NRSV)
When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What have

you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me’— for
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had



seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would
break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, ‘What
is your name?’ He said, ‘Legion’; for many demons had entered him. They begged him not
to order them to go back into the abyss.

Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus
to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons came out of the
man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and
was drowned.

When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in
the country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to
Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen it told them how
the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed.

Thought for the Day

Sometimes life itself obscures our view of God, our understanding, our faith. We are tired
or frightened, or just too busy. But if we make time to listen to Jesus, really listen, the cloud
lifts and we can see him, know him. In Jesus, we can gaze on God’s glory without fear.
Through him, we can hear God’s voice in our lives..

Intercessions

Take some time to reflect on your life this week. Where do you need God’s presence and help?
Give thanks for where you feel you have received it and pray for those situation - places and
people - who are in particular need at this time.

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
Our Father, who art in heaven...
Act of Reception

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since [ cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if You were already there

and unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.



Final Prayer

Holy God,

we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ:

may we who are partakers at his table

reflect his life in word and deed,

that all the world may know his power to change and save.
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

Marvel at the glory of creation.

Listen to the voice of God’s own Son.
Believe that, in the story of salvation,
there’s a purpose and a place for everyone.
And may the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,

be upon us, now and evermore. Amen.
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