Worship for 6th February

4th Sunday Before Lent

“They left everything and followed him.” We are called, like the fishermen we hear about
today, to follow the living Lord, the Lord of surprises and abundance.

Invitation to Confession:

As we see the goodness of God in creation and in the life of Jesus Christ, let us confess our
sins and weakness.

Sometimes we have been insensitive, thoughtless
and selfish towards those close to us.
Lord, have mercy.

Sometimes we have been judgemental about those whom we do not know well,
but meet in our everyday lives.
Christ, have mercy.

Sometimes we have failed to count our blessings and to alleviate the suffering of
those who hunger or are persecuted throughout the world.
Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

Collect of the Day

O God,

you know us to be set

in the midst of so many and great dangers,
that by reason of the frailty of our nature
we cannot always stand upright:

grant to us such strength and protection
as may support us in all dangers

and carry us through all temptations;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.



A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (6:1-8 NRSV)

In the year that King Uzziah died, [ saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the
hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with
two they flew. And one called to another and said:

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory’

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled
with smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! [ am lost, for  am a man of unclean lips, and I live
among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar
with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out. Then [ heard the
voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I;
send me!’

Psalm - 138 (NRSV)

[ give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise;
[ bow down towards your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness;
for you have exalted your name and your word above everything.
On the day I called, you answered me,
you increased my strength of soul.

All the kings of the earth shall praise you,

O Lord, for they have heard the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the ways of the Lord,

for great is the glory of the Lord.

For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly;
but the haughty he perceives from far away.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble,

you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; you stretch out your hand,

and your right hand delivers me.

The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me;

your steadfast love, O Lord, endures for ever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.

Gospel

Alleluia, alleluia!

I call you friends, says the Lord,

because [ have made known to you

everything [ have learnt from my Father. Alleluia.



A reading from the Gospel according to Luke (5:1-11 NRSV)

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing
in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats,
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he
sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to
Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered,
‘Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, [ will let
down the nets” When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were
beginning to break. So they signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and help
them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful
man!’ For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had
taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.
Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.
When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.

Thought for the Day

Our readings today teach us that we cannot simply conjure up or create divine revelation.
We can, however, ask for it. In other words we need to understand, and remember even in
times of frustration, anxiety and stress, that Jesus is with us in the boat.

Intercessions

Take some time to reflect on your life this week. Where do you need God’s presence and help?
Give thanks for where you feel you have received it and pray for those situation - places and
people - who are in particular need at this time.

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
Our Father, who art in heaven...
Act of Reception

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since [ cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,

come at least spiritually into my heart.

[ embrace You as if You were already there

and unite myself wholly to You.

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.



Final Prayer

Go before us, Lord, in all we do

with your most gracious favour,

and guide us with your continual help,

that in all our works

begun, continued and ended in you,

we may glorify your holy name,

and finally by your mercy receive everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

May we all meet with the risen Christ.

May we be refreshed and renewed by the Holy Spirit.
May we take the love and hope of God the Father to all
And may the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,

be upon us, now and evermore. Amen.
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