Worship for 21st November

CHRIST THE KING
On this feast of Christ the King, we gather to “worship the king, all glorious above”,
in the words of a traditional hymn. But we also remember that the King of Heaven
came among us as a human being, to teach us the true meaning of humanity.
Invitation to Confession:
Jesus was greeted as king when he entered Jerusalem, but many turned against him.
As we recall those times when we too have turned from the Lord, let us ask God’s
forgiveness.
When we have failed to protect the natural world our loving creator gave us.
Lord, have mercy.
When we have forgotten to follow the teaching of Jesus to love one another.
Christ, have mercy.
When we have turned our back when the Spirit seeks to guide us.
Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.
Collect of the Day
Eternal Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King:
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit
and in the bond of peace,
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
A reading from Daniel 7:9-10,13-14 (NRSV)
As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne; his
clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was
Niery Nlames, and its wheels were burning Nire. A stream of Nire issued and Nlowed out
from his presence. A thousand thousand served him, and ten thousand times ten

thousand stood attending him. The court sat in judgement, and the books were
opened. As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with
the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before
him. To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations,
and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall
not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.
Psalm - 93
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty;
the Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.
He has established the world; it shall never be moved;
your throne is established from of old;
you are from everlasting.
The Nloods have lifted up, O Lord,
the Nloods have lifted up their voice;
the Nloods lift up their roaring.
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters,
more majestic than the waves of the sea,
majestic on high is the Lord!
Your decrees are very sure;
holiness beNits your house,
O Lord, for evermore.
Gospel
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David!
Alleluia!
A reading from the Gospel according to John (18:33-37 - NRSV)
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are
you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did
others tell you about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and
the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?’ Jesus answered,
‘My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my
followers would be Nighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it
is, my kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus
answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’

Thought for the Day
Pilate wondered how a humble prisoner could be a king, because he failed to
understand the true meaning of kingship. For us, the question today is this: Rich or
poor, can we feel God’s love today? Then we can believe the very best – that Christ is
indeed king, of a kingdom that will never end.
Intercessions
Take some time to re-lect on your life this week. Where do you need God’s presence and
help? Give thanks for where you feel you have received it and pray for those situations places and people - who are in particular need at this time.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
Our Father, who art in heaven…
Act of Reception
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
Final Prayer
Stir up, O Lord,
the wills of your faithful people;
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by you be
plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
May the king of glory rule in your lives,
may the king of love reign in your hearts
and may the king of peace bring you joy everlasting.
And may the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be upon us, now and evermore. Amen.
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