Worship for 17th January

EPIPHANY 2
Today Jesus gathers his 0irst 0ive disciples. They answer the call of Jesus to “follow me” or
the invitation of someone they know to “come and see”. Let us join with them in our
response to God’s call to reveal Jesus to all people.
Invitation to Confession:
God knows us and understands us better than we do. He sees our weaknesses and failures
and is always ready to forgive us when we turn to Him in hope and faith.
Lord, you search us out and know us. You discern our thoughts from afar.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, you trace our journeys and our resting places
and are acquainted with all our ways.
Christ, have mercy.
There is not a word on our lips, but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
Lord, have mercy.
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.
Collect of the Day
Almighty God,
in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives
make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
A reading from the 1st Book of Samuel (3:1-10 NRSV)
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare
in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to
grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was.
Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and said,

‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay
down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am,
for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ Now Samuel did not
yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for
you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to
Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the Lord came and stood there,
calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’.
Psalm - 139 (NRSV)
Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will.
I waited, I waited for the Lord
and he stooped down to me; he heard my cry.
He put a new song into my mouth, praise of our God.
You do not ask for sacri0ice and offerings,
but an open ear.
You do not ask for holocaust and victim.
Instead, here am I.
In the scroll of the book it stands written
that I should do your will.
My God, I delight in your law
n the depth of my heart.
Your justice I have proclaimed
in the great assembly.
My lips I have not sealed;
you know it, O Lord.
Gospel
Alleluia, alleluia!
We have found the Messiah – which means the Christ –
grace and truth have come through him. Alleluia!
A reading from the Gospel according to John (1:43-51 NRSV)
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and
said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come
out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming
towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’
Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under
the 0ig tree before Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You
are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you

under the 0ig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I
tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon
the Son of Man.’
Thought for the Day
Today’s Gospel reading invites us to think about how we share our faith to others. What is
it in the things we say and do that speak of Jesus? In dif0icult times such as these, let us
remember to be signs of hope, enthusiasm, joy and love so that others may come and meet
Jesus for themselves.
Intercessions
Take some time to re-lect on your life this week. Where do you need God’s presence and help?
Give thanks for where you feel you have received it and pray for those situation - places and
people - who are in particular need at this time.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
Our Father, who art in heaven…
Act of Reception
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
Final Prayer
God of glory,
you nourish us with your Word
who is the bread of life:
0ill us with your Holy Spirit
that through us the light of your glory
may shine in all the world.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
May the Father, who created heaven and earth,
give us the assurance of his love.

May the Son, who walked our path,
show us the way to life in all its fullness.
May the Holy Spirit, who breathed life into creation,
breathe life into our heart and soul, today and always.
And may the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be upon us, now and evermore. Amen.
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