Worship for 11th October

TRINITY 18
Today we rejoice that, whatever takes place and wherever we are in life, God is with us.

Invitation to Confession:
God so loved the world that Jesus died to save us from our sins. Let us
recall that love and remember the times we have fallen short of being who God has
called us to be.
When the temptations of this world have been too strong.
Lord, have mercy.
When the promise of the next world has seemed a fantasy.
Christ, have mercy.
When the troubles of today’s world have sometimes seemed no business of ours.
Lord, have mercy
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting
life. Amen.
Collect of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God,
increase in us your gift of faith
that, forsaking what lies behind
and reaching out to that which is before,
we may run the way of your commandments
and win the crown of everlasting joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.. Amen.
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (25:1-9 NRSV)
O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done
wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city a heap,
the fortiKied city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt.
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. For you
have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the
rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter
rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade
of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make
for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, of rich food Killed with

marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the
shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will
swallow up death for ever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and
the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It
will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save
us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation..
Psalm 23 (NRSV)
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overKlows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long.
Gospel
Alleluia, alleluia!
Speak Lord, your servant is listening for you have the message of eternal life. A!
A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew (22:1-14 NRSV)
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he
sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to
the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to
his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king
was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then
he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you Kind to the wedding banquet.”

Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and
bad; so the wedding hall was Killed with guests.
‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing
a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding
robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’
Thought for the Day
We have all received an invitation to the banquet, but what has been our answer? Is the
RSVP card still on the mantelpiece or stuck on the fridge? Or have we accepted out of
gratitude and joined in the celebration? God offers us so much, what is our reply?
Intercessions
Take some time to re-lect on your life this week. Where do you need God’s presence and help?
Give thanks for where you feel you have received it and pray for those situation - places and
people - who are in particular need at this time.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
Our Father, who art in heaven…
Act of Reception
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
Final Prayer
Generous God,
you give us gifts and make them grow: though our faith is small as mustard
seed, make it grow to your glory
and the Vlourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
May the God of hope Kill us with every blessing,
that we may share in every good work. Amen.
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